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Between the hustle of the school
year and maintaining sanity
outside
of homework
and
midterms, you might not feel
like you have the time or energy
to do anything else. But even
if you don’t roll out of bed on
Nov. 4 and head down to your
polling station, the decisions
you make are just as powerful
as casting a vote in any election.
Just take a look at the clothes
you have on. Unless you made
them yourself, you are funding
someone else’s idea of how
you should look and putting
money towards the brand, style
and even the colors you chose.
On the edible side, food is more
than what you’ve been eating
lately. In addition to being a
health issue, your eating habits
are helping to fund whoever is
supplying your grub. Are you
voting to promote local goods or
a large corporation, genetically
modified
organisms
(GMO)
or organic, worker’s rights or
exploitation? The decision isyours.
What you listen to also casts
a vote. Do you know what
kind of messages your favorite
music sends into the world?
As Christopher James-JusticeSiders discusses in this issue
about being a male feminist, it is
important to think about because
by simply endorsing music,
you may be voting to promote
a certain culture and lifestyle.

Did you wait in line for the
new iPhone 6 last month? Your
decision to purchase this brand
contributed to a chain reaction
increasing sales, demand and
even production for Apple’s
supplier Foxconn whose workers
in China have been desperately
exploited
in
recent
years.
Also, who knew flicking that
cigarette butt into the sand or
leaving your trash on the beach
would cause anyone much harm?
Yet, as we can see in an articles
by Jessica Salimi and Casey
Aubert in this issue, everything
goes somewhere. Either it will
be collected by volunteers,
contribute to an island of waste
in the Pacific - or worse. In this
sense, choosing to not clean up
after yourself is like placing a
vote to burden everyone else.
Sometimes you are casting
a vote by not doing anything at
all. An example of this can be
seen in an article in this issue by
Gabby Enriquez, Alex Hennessey
and Paul Feist about proposed
fee increases (which would more
than quadruple our current
student services fee beginning
next year) to build the Student
Union and Recreation Center.
Since the decision is reliant on
student feedback, you are voting
for the increase as you continue
about your daily routine. If you
want to pay for the new facilities
that is fantastic, but if you don’t,
it really pays to pay attention.
Without even realizing it, you
may have cast your vote many
times today, all before you left
the house. We cast our vote with
the clothes we wear, the food we
eat, the music we listen to and
the things we buy. Subtler ways
include the things we think and
say, the way we speak and treat
others, the promises we keep,
the people we call our friends
and the communities we live in.
Even the fact that you picked up
this paper today and are reading
this right now says something
about who you are in this unique
moment and what you stand for.
So thank you for playing a part
and I hope you remember what
you are voting for. If not in this
election then in your life. Do this
by projecting and voting for what
you would like to see in the world,
because it’s true, every vote counts.
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SKATE NIGHT
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Submityour work!
The Otter Realm is
always accepting student
submissions to highlight
achievements.
Send us your work!

-Art
-Cartoons
-Editorials/Opinion
-Short Stones
-Photography
-Poetry
-Anything creative!

Please email your submissions to otterrealm@csumb.edu
www.otterrealm.com
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YOU ROCK, UROC
THE UROC SCHOLARS PROGRAM ACCEPTS
APPLICATIONS UNTIL NOV. 3
Monterey Bay (CSUMB)
is a program that has
helped many students
on
their
road
to
UROC student gathering underwater research.
Photo Provided By: CSUMB.EDU
academic and career
success.
Uroc.csumb.
edu defines UROC as a “center
that trains, supports and engages
Hailey Vetter, Staff Reporter
students in undergraduate research.”
HVETTER@CSUMB.EDU
Two students who have significantly
benefited from participating in the UROC
program are Kevin Johnson and Erin
Do you have a passion for conducting Frolli - the otters at the bottom of the
innovative, cutting-edge research? Are world. Both graduated CSUMB in 2012,
you planning to continue your education and with the support of UROC, continued
in a research-based graduate program? on to graduate school. Currently, they are
If you answered yes to both of these both conducting research in Antarctica.
questions
and will
be
graduating
Johnson is studying the impacts
after fall 2016, the Undergraduate that ocean acidification has on marine
Research Opportunities Center (UROC) invertebrates.
Frolli
is
researching
may
be
for
you. the behaviors of Weddell seals, under
UROC at California State University, University of Texas’ Dr. Lee Fuiman.

Both otter alumni have accomplished
great things, and likely have the positions
they are in now due to the study research
background that UROC provided them.
Another example of a UROC success
story is Briana Becerra, Environmental
Science, Technology, and Policy Junior.
In an interview with The Otter Realm,
Becerra said “UROC has assisted me in
applying to several Research Experience
for Undergraduate (REU) programs...
An REU program trains students in
conducting research.” This past summer,
she spent 10 weeks conducting forest
ecology research in New Hampshire, and
presented her findings at the this year’s
SACNAS National Conference. Briana’s
outstanding work earned her 2nd place
in the Ecology and Evolution category.
UROC
Administrative
Support
Coordinator Bobby Quinonez stresses
that UROC is not a grad school help

program or a resource strictly dedicated
to finding research opportunities for
students. Rather, it is a program to enhance
student’s desires for learning and research.
Quinonez said that UROC students work
with mentors who help their curiosity
and passion for their chosen fields grow.
Remember, UROC is a student-driven
program that is not ideal for everybody. To
be a competitive candidate for the UROC
Scholars program, you must be graduating
after Fall 2016, be planning to continue
your education in graduate school and
know in what subject you would like to
conduct research. While UROC is a non
major specific program and all majors
are eligible, you must be considering
a postgraduate career in research.
Applications are due Nov. 3 so
don’t delay. For more information on
UROC or directions on how to apply,
please
visit
www.uroc.csumb.edu

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC INCLUDES
CSUMB DATA IN DROUGHT ARTICLE
A CLOSE LOOK AT HOW DROUGHT IMPACTS AGRICULTURE
Stefanie Berman. Staff Reporter

SBERMAN@CSUMB.EDU

California State University Monterey
Bay (CSUMB) adjunct professor Forrest
Melton has partnered with NASA Ames
Research Center, California Department
of Water Resources (CDWR), United
States Geological Survey (USGS), United
States Department of Agriculture (USDA),
and
National
Agriculture
Statistics
Service (NASS) in research improving
the in-season mapping of drought
impacts on agricultural production since
2012 with the help of CSUMB alumni
Carolyn Rosevelt and Aimee Teaby.
In the past, assessments of land idling
was done at the end of the season by NASS.
It was difficult to get consistent data about
how much uncultivated land there was in
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the over six million acres between Chico and
Bakersfield known as the Central Valley.
Growers have to figure out how much water
they are getting for fields to grow. There
is also uncertainty
in estimates on
water supply and
delivery
delays.
Those delays result
in growers having
less water, which
means they either
have to give all
of the land less
water, or prioritize which uncultivated
land the growers will focus on. “Our goal
is to help the California Department of
Water Resources get a better handle
on what is going on statewide using
satellite
information,”
said
Melton.
The team receives observational data
of the entire state from the satellite every
eight days. They take the best data they

can find from within the Central Valley
and, with the help of satellites, measure
the amount of vegetation growing on land
versus locations where vegetation growth
is less active.
They test out
the
satellite’s
accuracy
by
driving out to
the valley and
collecting data.
“When we go
out to the field,”
Rosevelt
said,
“we have about eight or nine different long
roads, we drive across the valley like nine
or eight different times... We go back to
the same places for about six months in a
row, monthly, and we’ll just drive across
this road here and stop at every single field,
take pictures, write some stuff in Excel and
move on to the next one... and come back
here with the ground truth information.

Our goal is to help the
California Department of
Water Resources get a better
handle on what is going on
statewide using satellite

information"

So the cool thing about satellites also is
that they can give us a really crystal clear
image of the agriculture, but also can
provide a lot of other information... What
we’re interested in is crop cover so the
satellite’s actually telling us how green the
percent cover is over the ground, so that’s
actually what we’re comparing: ground
truth information with the satellite’s.”
National Geographic showed interest
in the research and data when they were
writing an article about the Western
drought and its effects on California.
They contacted the CDWR for quotes and
an intern told them about the project.
National Geographic then contacted
Melton and the team sent sample data
layers. One of those featured a map with
the data, which is displayed in yellow,
bright green, and blue placed on top of an
image of the Central Valley. This map was
used for a five page pullout poster in the
National Geographic’s October 2014 issue.

www.otterrealm.com

STUDENT SERVICES FE INCREASE TO BE CONSIDERED
STUDENT UNION AND RECREATION CENTER
FUNDS CALL FOR PROPOSAL OF DRAMATIC
RISE IN STUDENT SERVICES FEE
Alex Hennessey.
Production Manager

AHENNESSEY@CSUMB.EDU
Paul Feist. Staff Reporter

PFEIST@CSUMB.EDU
Gabby Enriquez. Staff Reporter

GENRIQUEZ@CSUMB.EDU
An open forum regarding the
creation of a proposed $70
million dollar Student Union
and Recreation Center was held
by California State University
Monterey
Bay’s
(CSUMB)
Information Campaign Team
(ICT) on Friday, Oct. 24. The
goal of the forum was to discuss
the physical, financial and social
impact these buildings would
have among CSUMB students.
The new Student Union and
Recreation Center,
projected
to open in fall of 2019, would
promote exercise and leisure
activities highlighting health
and wellness among those
at
CSUMB’s campus. These
facilities would include multi-use
courts for kickball, dodgeball,
basketball; a weight room,
cardio areas, a fitness room for
Zumba, yoga and other exercise
classes;
and locker rooms.
The primary funding sources
for the Student Union and
Recreation Center would come
through an increase of student
services fees. The secondary
funding sources would be through
private donations, fundraising
and various revenue streams. The

www.otterrealm.com

total cost of the new buildings
would be a combined total of
$70 million, $41.5 million for the
Student Union Center, $18 million
for the Recreation Center and $10
million in construction costs.
There are two ways California
State Universities can increase
fees: a student referendum which
consists of a university-wide vote,
or an alternative consultation
process. According to the ICT FAQ
web page regarding the Student
Union and Recreation Center, an
alternative consultation process
will be used. This information
will be provided to the president
and fee advisory committee so
they can approve or reject an
increase in student service fees.
The
Student
Union
and

Recreation FAQ reports that
CSUMB will use an alternative
consultation
process
instead
of a referendum because “The
proposed Student Union and
Recreation Center is going
to impact a broad array of
constituents across the campus
and community, it was determined
that the alternative consultation
process
will
provide
the
greatest opportunity for input.”
Proposal
#1 raises the
fee to $200 for the 2015-2016
academic year, a $156 increase,
gradually raising the fee to $700
by the 2019-2020 academic year.
Proposal #2 the fee increase
starts at $400 for the 2015-2016
academic year, a $356 increase,
gradually raising the fee to $700

by the 2019-2020 academic year.
Currently priced at $44, the
student services fee at CSUMB
increases every five years at a 5
percent rate, with a $150 cap.
According to the ICT, the average
student services fee throughoutthe
entire California State University
system is currently $405, with
California State University Chico
having the highest at $758.
Although a Student Union
and Recreation Center cannot
be built without student services
fees rising, ICT voiced students
arguments against any raise in
fees. Points brought up in the
presentation
were
“Students
should not have to pay for a
building they will not be able to
use,” and “increasing fees will

Proposed Fee Schedules
2015-16

2016-17

2017-18

2018-19

2019-20

Proposed Fee
Schedule #1

$200

$400

$600

$700

$700

Enrollment HC

6615

7012

7713

8484

9333

$1,323,000

$2,804,800

$4,627,800

$5,938,800

$6,533,100

2015-16

2016-17

2017-18

2018-19

2019-20

Proposed Fee
Schedule #2

$400

$400

$600

$600

$700

Enrollment HC

6615

7012

7713

$2,646,000

$2,804,800

$4,627,800

Total

Total

8484

$5.090400

9333

$6,533,100

make it difficult to afford college.”
In 2012, a detailed 96 question
survey about the Student Union
Recreation Center was sent
to all students from ICT. A 27
percent response rate provided
information of how students felt
about an increase of student fees.
Of the responding students, 22
percent were not in support of a fee
increase and 21 percent indicated
that they would like more
information provided before they
could make a decision, yielding 61
percent of students who believe
that CSUMB should place a high
priority on improving the student
union and recreation space.
Last
semester,
CSUMB
Associated
Students
(AS)
proposed a student fee referendum
of an increase of $22 per semester
that failed, resulting in $246,000
less in annual revenue that
would have helped contribute to
clubs, campus events, student
scholarships, capstone grants,
cultural programs and more.
Out of the 5,447 students
enrolled in Spring 2014, only
767 students casted a vote.
ICT plans to meet with on
campus groups like the Inter-Club
Council, Sports Club Council,
and East Campus Residents to
discuss the possible fee increase
and creation of a CSUMB
Student Union & Recreation
Center. If you would like to
know more about this project
and the resulting fee increase
please
visit
http://activities.
csumb.edu/documentslinks

Proposedfee schecules for student services fee increasement.
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THE HORRORS OF PLASTIC

STUDENTS LEARN THE LONG-TERM EFFECTS OF PLASTIC
Casey Aubert. Staff Reporter

CAUBERT@CSUMB.EDU

The picture of an island
of plastic garbage in the
Pacific Ocean two times the
size of Texas was one of the
shocking images that moved
students participating in this
year’s Sustainability Days at
California State University
Monterey
Bay (CSUMB).
Students
at
CSUMB
swarmed to the Student
Center Thursday, Oct. 23 to
view a documentary regarding
the effects of plastic waste over
the last 80 years. The event
was put together by members
of
Associated
Students
(AS)
and
Environmental
Affairs Committee (EAC).
This year the three main
events of Sustainability Days

were the presentation of the
Plastic Paradise documentary,
the celebration of Food Day
for real food on Oct. 24, and
the gardening activities at the
Make a Difference event at the
Pueblo Del Mar Community
Garden in Marina on Oct. 25.
The
purpose
of
Sustainability Days was to
bring campus awareness of

environmental issues and
to advocate for improving
campus
sustainability.
Briana
Campbell,
a
junior at CSUMB studying
Communication Design with
a minor in Environmental
Studies, not only assisted
in the gathering but is also
the
Sustainable
Services
commissioner of the EAC.

Campbell
described
the
event as “raising the idea
to people that plastic is not
bad, but what we are doing
with it after it is used is
causing the biggest issue.”
Plastic
Paradise
is
a
documentary
in
which
journalist and director Angela
Sun
interviews
residents
around Long Beach, CA to see
what the average beach-goer
knows about where their plastic
ends up after its use. Sun then
travels to what is known as the
Great Pacific Garbage Patch.
According to the film, there
are two major points on the
planet where plastic waste
collects, both of which are in
the Pacific Ocean. Midway
Island,
most
commonly
known for it’s crucial location
during World War II, has
become plastic central since
it lies between the East Coast

Clare Lenard, Staff Reporter

CLENARD@CSUMB.EDU

If
you
love
watching
foreign
or
independent
films and are looking for
something to do, then look
no further, the 15th Annual
International Film Festival
is coming to Monterey Bay.
The
15th
Annual
International Film Festival is
presented by the Monterey Bay
Chapter of the United Nations
Association. The Film Festival
is taking place at the Golden
State Theatre on Alvarado
Street Nov. 6-8. Admission is
only $10 per person, but good
news for full-time students,
admission is free with your
student ID. According to the
Association “A volunteer Film
Festival committee spends
over six months searching
key documentary film sites

15TH ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL HITS MONTEREY
for excellent and recent issueoriented documentary films,
in order to select the nine
films which will be screened
in
this
year’s
festival.”
These films are chosen
to enlighten, educate, and
serve as an eye opener to
viewers on global and local
issues in today’s society.
These
films
touch
on
issues
including
sexual
harassment, racial profiling
and human trafficking. That
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is only a taste of what will be
presented during the three
days of the Film Festival.
One of the films showing
on Nov. 6 is Rape in the
Fields, which deals with
sexual harassment amongst
migrant workers.
Female
workers complained about
being
sexually
harassed,
and some even reported
being
sexually
assaulted
while working in the fields.
A film showing on Nov. 7,

American Arab directed by
Iraqi-American
filmmaker
Usama Alshaibi, is a film
that confronts the issue
dealing
with
ArabAmericans and how they are
viewed in today’s society.
Thursday Nov. 6, starting
at 7 p.m., the USA films
include Rape In the Fields
and Chasing Water. Karama
Has No Walls is a film from
Yemen and Queen of the
Sun is a international film.

of Asia and the West Coast of
the Americas. All of the waste
thrown into the Pacific is
carried by currents to either
Midway Island, or the Great
Pacific Garbage Patch. The
Garbage Patch is an area in the
Northern Pacific Ocean that if
measured as one piece, would
be two times the area of Texas.
Mitchell
Gravelie,
a
junior at CSUMB studying
Environmental Science, Policy
and Technology, is the energy
commissioner for the EAC.
Following the event, Gravelie
said the greatest takeaway for
those new to the subject was
that “people think recycling
is so great, but they think that
once they put it into a bin it
is someone else’s problem.
When in reality a large amount
is ending up in the ocean and it
is not realized until the ocean
is spitting it back out at you.”

Friday Nov. 7, starting at
7 p.m. there are two USA
films showing, Underwater
Dreams
and
American
Arab, and one European
film, Age of Aluminum.
Saturday
Nov.
8,
starting at 5 p.m. there are
three
international
films
showing;
Trashed,
Not
My Life, and Sand Wars.
At the end of each day
there is the possibility of a
local student documentary
showing for five minutes.
If you have time Nov. 6-8
go and check out this Film
Festival. It is a great way to
brush up on global issues
that
although
important,
often seem to allude
daily news headlines. It
is also a way to get more
involved in the community
and branch out beyond
the
CSUMB
community.

www.otterrealm.com

CSUMB TO PURCHASE STEINBECK CENTER
Tyler Gidney, Staff Reporter

tgidney@csumb.edu

California State University
Monterey Bay (CSUMB)’s
University Corporation has
made an offer to purchase
the Steinbeck Center in
Salinas for $3 million. But
the purchase currently hinges
on a debt forgiveness plan
that would involve several
stakeholders, including school
districts in Salinas, forgiving
close to $500,000 in debt.
The
Steinbeck
Center
is a museum dedicated to
the work and life of Nobel
Prize winning author John
Steinbeck. A native of Salinas,
Steinbeck wrote extensively
about the real lives of the
people he encountered. Now,
the Steinbeck Center stands as
an historic center for art and
culture in the Salinas Valley.
However, this important
landmark has fallen far short
of its financial projections.
According to Marcos Cabrera,
the Steinbeck Center’s curator
of marketing and community
engagement,
when
the

Photo By:Tyler Gidney
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UNIVERSITY CORPORATION REACHES OUT TO SALINAS

The entrance to the National Steinbeck Center.

center opened in 1998 they
anticipated 100,000 annual
visitors, with the revenue
from
those
admissions
sustaining the facility. So
far they have “never gotten
anywhere close to those
projections. And we quite
honestly, 15 years later, don’t
even know how they came up
with those projections,” said
Cabrera. Last year the center
saw about 28,000 visitors.
Facing mounting debt, the
Center sought a bond from
the Redevelopment Agency,
a recently dissolved state
agency dedicated to funding
community
development
projects.
Having
been
dissolved, the debt the Center
owed to the Redevelopment
Agency was turned over to
a city oversight committee
which manages collection
and allocation of the funds.
The
oversight committee

Photo By: Tyler Gidney

has allocated the $490,000
owed by the Center to 13 local
agencies which include the
Monterey Office of Education,
Salinas Valley School District,
and Moss Landing Harbor.
The
Steinbeck
Center
has approached each of
these agencies individually
and received a letter from
each recommending that
forgiveness of the debt
be granted by the State
Department of Finance, who
will have up to 40 days to
review the case and make
the ultimate decision. The
support that the Center has
received from these agencies
makes it clear that they see the
Steinbeck Center as a valuable
asset to the Salinas community
and do not wish for it to fail.
CSUMB’s purchase, along
with the debt forgiveness,
would allow the Steinbeck
Center to start this new

partnership with a clean
slate. The main exhibits
will remain open, with the
exception of the two rotating
exhibit spaces which will
now be part of CSUMB’s
territory. The University and
the Center will share space,
with the center sacrificing
as little programming as
possible, but reducing its
overhead
significantly.
As well as the exhibition
spaces, CSUMB will take over
the “Salinas Room,” two art
gallery spaces and a large
meeting space. The way these
spaces will be utilized by the
university has not yet been
declared, but the intention
seems to be an outreach into
Salinas and the possibility of
extending future programming
to the Steinbeck Center.
Marcos Cabrera speculated
that the exhibition spaces
could be used for rotating

student exhibitions, instead
of the rotating exhibitions
they have housed in the past.
However the space is
used, the acquisition of an
important cultural space in
Salinas can only spell good
things for campus and the
Salinas community in the
future.
Partnership
with
CSUMB makes financial sense
for the Steinbeck Center,
and may serve to bring more
people into the space as
well. When speaking to the
Salinas City board, CSUMB’s
President Ochoa said “I look
forward to being closer to
Salinas as a resource... any
way you look at it, it’s a great
opportunity for all of us.”
The Steinbeck Center is
located at One Main Street
in Salinas and is open seven
days a week from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. Adult tickets are $14.95
and student tickets cost $8.95.
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TUESDAYS
5:30-6:00

LIVE
Watch Otter Realm LIVE on Otter Media online at tat.csumb.edu/ottermedia or via CSUMB TV Ch.71
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CINE-MARK THEIR TERRITORY
GROUND IS BROKEN ATTHE DUNES SHOPPING CENTER, SIGNALLINGTHESTART OF
CONSTRUCTION FOR NEW CENTURY CINEMA

Photo provided by: SheaHomesNoCal

Mayor Bruce Delgado and City Council members

the state of California.
This has been a long awaited
process, both by investors and
members of the surrounding
community.
Marina
Mayor
Bruce Delgado explained to the
crowd of commissioners and
community invitees in attendance
at the groundbreak that the
theatre could be a catalyst for
attracting
future
businesses
and an important next step in
The Dunes’ retail expansion.
“Although the city has invested
$275,000 as an incentive, it will
be made up [for] in sales and
property taxes from the theatre,
new business that will locate
here because of the theatre and
new customers that will come
because of this development,”
said
Mayor
Delgado.
Shea Properties are responsible
for the existing retail outlets
found currently at The Dunes on
Monterey, which is anchored by

in

James Morley, Staff Reporter

JMORLEY@CSUMB.EDU
The morning of Oct. 20 marked
the official start to The Dunes
shopping center’s next phase
of
expansion,
spearheaded
by the construction of a five
screen movie theatre set for
completion in summer of 2015.
“A state of the art, NextGen,
all digital projection with 7.1
surround sound” will come with
the development of the theatre
said Jennifer Wood, Cinemark
representative and guest speaker
for the day. A NextGen Theatre
provides the customers with
wall-to-wall and floor-to-ceiling
screens, Barco DLP projectors
as well as RealD 3D versatility.
The theatre’s presence in
Marina will be the fourth
Century theatre in the Monterey
Bay area and the sixty-sixth
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Mayor Bruce Delgado breaking ground on a back actor.

Target and includes Best Buy,
Kohl’s, REI and Old Navy. With
Marina Community Partners,
it will continue to expand the
master planned-community set
aside for The Dunes, which is was
selected by the State Department
of Housing and Community as a
Silver level Catalyst community
that will impose innovative
strategies
to
increase
the
supply of affordable housing.
Plans for a theatre complex
based at The Dunes on Monterey
have faced setbacks over the past
10 years, with factors including
high development costs on Fort
Ord (demolition of blight) as well
as “dark days in the economy,”
specifically referring to the
recession of 2008 that affected
countless people in the western
world, having hindered the
development process. However,
through partnership with Marina
Community Partners and “the

vision and leadership of Marina
city council members” plans
for development really could
transpire, said Jeff Melrose, Vice
President of Shea Properties.
“This will be a great addition
to Marina, which is becoming
recognized as one of the best
places locally to enjoy a great
entertainment
and
shopping
experience,” Melrose said. The
planned focal point and place
of gathering, the Dunes on
Monterey as it is so called, is
set to include 42 acres of park,
a transit hub with bus priority
access and a Department of
Defense/Veterans Affairs clinic.
According to a local press
release by PR.com, is it thought
that the theatre will stimulate
local job creation and retention,
generating as much as 800
construction jobs and several
thousand permanent jobs with
an expected $193 million annual

payroll by 2020. The prospect of a
new cinema to the youth, families
and seniors of the Marina area is
highly anticipated with “people
asking for a cinema for a long
time,” said the mayor. Students
of California State University
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) can hope
to share in such benefits, with
campus sitting just adjacent to
the future theatre. Mayor Delgado
concluded, “It’s a university
town and you can’t have one
of those without a theatre.”
For eager cinema-goers, the
first slew of movies expected to
be shown at the new site include:
Star Wars Episode 7, The Hunger
Games Mockingjay Part
2,
Jurassic World and The Minions.
Such films are set to take huge
box office revenues in 2015, and
Century’s latest addition to the
area will no doubt only increase
takings for the blockbuster season.
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PREPARINGFOR THE PERFECT STORM

PERCOLATION POND PREPARES FOR PRECIOUS PRECIPITATION
Neil Northey, Staff Reporter

NNORTHEY@CSUMB.EDU

The new storm water percolation pond off
of Sixth Avenue and Intergarrison Road has
begun to take shape and should be ready in
time for that much needed perfect storm to
thunder in. The percolation pond may not
see much action at the present time but
California State University Monterey Bay
(CSUMB) is optimistically planning ahead
for wetter days, hence, the construction
on the campus percolation pond which
falls in line with the CSUMB Master Plan.
The plan, which was approved in 2007,
envisioned infrastructure development and
improvements to the stormwater system
that would allow for future storm drain
needs during the build out of Horizons
one, two and three through 2015. With
a price tag of $323,352, the percolation
pond promises to be a good representation
of a best practice model (BPM).
Ron Deller, Project Manager for the
Sixth Avenue Storm Improvement Project
says the project is nearly completed. “The
entire hillside behind Chapman Science and
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Academic Building will get a final grooming
and be hydroseeded with a meadow grass/
wildflower mix that was designed by a
local landscape architect that uses local
indigenous planting materials,” Deller said.
Once the seeds germinate and bloom,
the current dirt crater appearance of
the percolation pond will present an
entirely different visual and will keep with
CSUMB’s desire to have all landscaping
accomplished with coastal native plants.
Deller states that “our soil conditions
here on the campus of CSUMB are very

sandy, we have very high percolation
rates so you will only see standing water
for a short time after a rain event.”
Currently, CSUMB shares some regional
storm facilities with the former Fort Ord
base, and these existing drains will continue
to be used until the new percolation pond
is operational. At that time, the old Army
storm lines will be abandoned and CSUMB
will be able to percolate its storm water into
the ground instead of the Monterey Bay.
CSUMB plans to work cooperatively
with the appropriate agencies, including

the cities of Seaside and Marina to ensure
that polluted stormwater runoff does not
come in contact with potable sources,
including the Monterey Bay. Currently the
primary pollutant found in storm water
drainage has been sand blown in from
the dunes on the west side of campus.
With California in its third straight year
of drought conditions, Governor Brown
has proclaimed California as being in a
statewide drought emergency with no relief
in sight, it maybe very difficult to understand
the current need for construction on
the storm drainage percolation pond.
This is especially true since Monterey
County has fallen into the D4 category
(Exceptional Drought). According to the
National Drought Mitigation Center, a D4
drought “is the worst drought category
on the Drought Monitor and the first
time it’s been used in California since
this monitoring system started in 2000.”
However, with or without a drought,
it is important for CSUMB to follow the
timelines as set forth by the Master Plan.
According to Deller, the
percolation
pond “will be substantially completed
by the first week of November,” beating
the Master Plan deadline of 2015.

COMMUNITY CLEANUP KEEPS THE BAY TRASH FREE
VOLUNTEERS HIT THE STREETS TO CLEAN
UP TRASH BEFORE IT REACHES THE BEACH
Jessica Salimi, Staff Reporter

JSALIMI@CSUMB.EDU

Bottlenose dolphins are one of the most
commonly recognized marine mammals
and at their largest, weigh in at about
1,430 pounds. Last year, one organization
picked up enough trash around the
Monterey area to easily outweigh
even the largest bottlenose dolphin.
Trash collected totaled 1,566.75
pounds from around Monterey and
Santa Cruz. Of the 75,915 pieces of
trash picked up, 49,749 of them were
cigarette butts. The team responsible for
this are known as the Plastic Police and
volunteer their time with a non-profit
organization called Marine Life Studies.
For a couple of weekends each month,
Plastic Police gathers volunteers to join in
on a community clean up and pick up trash
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from the streets before it has a chance to get
to the beach. The event is called “Take it to
the Streets,” and is designed to encourage
community members to take two hours
out of their own time in an effort to help
battle some of the local pollution problems.
Otter Realm talked with California State
University Monterey Bay (CSUMB) junior
and marine science major, Stephanie
Marcos to further discuss the cleanup
effort. Marcos has been volunteering
with the program since April 2013 and
truly enjoys her volunteer work. She
began her volunteering with the Plastic
Police initially then started to volunteer
with Marine Life Studies as well.
Marine Life Studies is based out of
Monterey County and is dedicated to
educating the public on the importance of
protecting whales and dolphins, and taking
care of the ocean. Marcos says she usually
anticipates about 15 people will show up
for each volunteer session, including the
core group of six who consistently show up.

Due to the fact that these volunteer
opportunities count towards community
service hours for school projects, one might
assume some people would show up purely
for credit. Marcos informed the Otter Realm
that is just not the case, she explained
that the people who show up genuinely
want to be there and enjoy helping.
The Plastic Police choose locations based
on what their own volunteers notice when
traveling throughout the area. The Otter
Realm asked Marcos why she believes it
is important for CSUMB students to be
aware of volunteer opportunities like this.
She said believes it is because college aged
individuals are essentially at the prime of
their lives and trying to find their purpose.
Volunteer work gives them the chance
to do something bigger than themselves,
and can give a sense of community when
coming together to make a difference.
For more information and a complete
schedule of the cleanup dates and
times visit www.marinelifestudies.org
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YOU OTTER PROTECT YOUR IDEAS
CSUMB HOSTS A FORUM
ABOUT PROTECTING
INTELLECTUAL
PROPERTY
Jordan Boomsliter, Staff Reporter

JBOOMSLITER@CSUMB.EDU

More than 120 students and
community members recently
attended an entrepreneurship
forum hosted by the business
community of California State
University
Monterey
Bay
(CSUMB). The event focused on
the importance of protecting one’s
intellectual property (IP), which
includes any and all original
ideas and creations of the mind
that belong to an individual or
company. Also addressed were the
different methods entrepreneurs
can use to protect themselves
when starting new businesses.
The forum was held
on Oct. 14 in the University
Center Ballroom and was hosted
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by the Institute for Innovation
and
Economic
Development
(IIED) of CSUMB. It featured
four speakers, each a lawyer
and expert in the field of
intellectual property protection,
who presented their insights
into the process of securing and
protecting IP. The presentation
included topics such as creating
IP
portfolios,
copyrights,
trademarks,
and
patents.
The forum
opened with
comments from two CSUMB
faculty members, Shyam Kamath,
dean of the College of Business,
and J. Bradley Barbeau, associate
professor of the College of
Business, who also served as

Guest speakers discuss copyrights, trademarks, and patents at the forum hosted by IIED.

moderator of the event. Both
speakers stressed the importance
of entrepreneurship and of
protecting one’s ideas in business.
“It’s no longer about who invents
it first, it’s who gets the patent on
it first that really counts,” said
Barbeau in his opening statement.

Photo By Kyle LaPierre

The first featured presenter,
Elizabeth Powers of the Silicon
Valley Law Group echoed this
sentiment in her segment on
constructing
IP
portfolios
and copyrights saying “We
want to promote and grow
the fields of arts and sciences,
and this is done through
intellectual
property
rights.”
The presentation continued
with the panelists highlighting
the different tools entrepreneurs
can use to manage their IP
portfolios and thereby protect
themselves
from
possible
infringers. According to the
panelists, the term “infringers”
includes any competing entity,
such as companies within the
same field, or even individuals
with similar ideas or aims.
Mark Good of Terra Law LLP
spoke about trademarks and how
they protect against consumer
confusion. He highlighted four
different kinds of trademarks;
fanciful, arbitrary, suggestive and
descriptive. According to Good,
each type will protect the name of a
company and/or product, but the
differences between them should
be considered when deciding
which type of mark would be
most effective for one’s product.
Both Gregory Murphy of
Landmark Intellectual Property,
PC and David LaRiviere of
LaRiviere, Grubman, PC spoke

about patents and how they
are able to protect companies
from infringement. A patent is
a
government-issued
license
conferring a right or title for a set
period of time to an individual
or company. Most importantly,
a patent stops infringers from
selling or manufacturing the
same item within the period
of time that the patent is held.
Murphy described the technical
aspects of patent law, while also
stressing that determining what
and where to patent is a decision
that should be based on the
competition, the market and the
buyers. According to Murphy
and LaRiviere, the process of
getting a patent is confusing,
time-consuming and expensive.
It will protect you, according
to Murphy, but one should
consider their long-term goals
and determine whether or not it
is worth it to apply for a patent.
“You’re in a horserace with
anyone with the same idea
or a similar idea, and it ends
at the patent office,” said
LaRiviere in response to a
question from the audience.
The IIED will be hosting
another event, a Pitch and Demo
Meet-up focusing on creating
a winning pitch Oct. 30 in the
University Center Living Room.
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YOU OTTER VOTE
WHAT TO LOOK FOR
AND WHERE TO GO FOR
CALIFORNIA'S NOVEMBER
2014 ELECTIONS
Emily Adad, Staff Reporter

EADAD@CSUMB.EDU

The 2014 California midterm
elections will be held on Tuesday,
Nov. 4. Californians will elect
representatives to Washington
D.C., the Governor and leaders
in Sacramento. They will also
decide on six key propositions
that will affect the future of
everyone in the state. At the local
level, they will elect mayors,
council members, sheriffs, and
will decide on a array of local
measures that impact taxes,
schools and safety in the streets.
Most of us are Californians,
so we should be familiar with
the leadership in office. This
election covers a range of
candidates running for positions
from Governor, to State Of
California Superintendent. There
will also be several measures
and propositions to consider.
Students will be affected in
many ways by the change or
continuation of leadership. The
statewide Prop 47 is perhaps
one of the most impactful. It
relates to the intake of inmates
in our crowded prison system.
This proposition is tied to a local
election that Otters should pay
attention to: the new County
Sheriff in Monterey County. All of
law enforcement and community
betterment programs are under
the
Sheriffs
management.
This
is
particularly
important given the fact that
Monterey County has been
in
an
incarceration
crisis,
and additionally it is ranked
number one for youth homicide
in all of California according
to the Violence Policy Center.
Here
is
some
basic
information on how and where

you can place your vote in this
upcoming
election.
The polls are open from 7 a.m.
to 8 p.m. All workers by law have
the right to take two hours off from
work to cast their vote without
losing any pay. To find polling
places and more details, visit
www.montereycountyelections.us
This website will guide you
on: (A) How to check if you are
registered to vote in Monterey, (B)
how to register to vote and (C) how
to find the polling location nearest
you. If you have not already
received a ballot in the mail, or if
you are new to Monterey County,
you are most likely not registered
to vote. Even if you are a resident
of Monterey County and have
voted before, it is sometimes
necessary
to
re-register.
Unfortunately the deadline
to register or re-register to vote
was Oct. 20. If you missed it,
sign up anyway so you can vote
for other elections in the future.
East Campus is technically
located
in
unincorporated
territory, so it’s residents will
not be able to vote in the Marina
municipal elections.
Candice
Ryan, a junior studying Marine
Science at California State
University Monterey Bay voiced
her concern about this exemption.
“We will be affected by this
[municipal] election just the same
as those who live off campus and
are allowed to vote,” Ryan told
Otter Realm. Don’t worry, East
Campus residents, you can still
vote in the Monterey County,
state and national elections.
With the basic knowledge
on how and where to vote, you
should now be well-equipped
to make a difference in your
state and county. We are in a
position of growing as students
at CSUMB and forging our
future for adulthood. Democratic
participation shows you care
about the safety of our community.
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HELPFUL WEBSITES:
Monterey Voters:
2014 Propositions:
General Info:
All Polling Locations:
Mock Election for Students:
Project Vote Smart:
Rock the Vote:
Smart Voter:

www.montereycountyelections.us
ballotpedia.org/California_2014_ballot_propositions
www.sos.ca.gov/elections/statewide-elections/2014-general/
www.montereycountyelections.us/PollingPlaces.htm
www.mockelection.org
www.vote-smart.org
www.rockthevote.org
www.smartvoter.org
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ELECTION HIGHLIGHTS:
Johnny Bays Staff Reporter

JBAYS@CSUMB.EDU

STATE
Governor
Brown: In addition to serving
as governor of California since
2011, incumbent Governor Jerry
Brown served previously from
1975 to 1983 and has held office
as mayor of Oakland, Attorney
General and Secretary of state of
California. His platform has been
to decrease California’s deficit,
protect education funding and
increase public safety. Governor
Brown was a major proponent of
of 2012’s Prop 30 which diverted
further cuts to California’s schools.
Kashkari: Formerly holding
a position in the Department
of the Treasury under former
President George W. Bush, Neel
Kashkari hopes to transform
public education by helping to get
money to the classroom, allowing
teachers, principals and parents
to make decisions about how
money is spent. He also wants
to bring vocational training back
into schools. In addition he would
mandate that all UC’s and CSU’s
put 20 percent of their courses
online within four years. Kashkari
encourages “safe” development
of
the
Monterey
Shale
formation by way of “fracking.”

Prop 47
This
Proposition
aims
to address the problem of
overcrowding
in
California
state
prisons by changing
punishment for crimes such
as petty theft, drug possession
and receiving stolen property
from felonies to misdemeanors.
This would mean that inmates
currently incarcerated in state
prisons for these crimes would
be transferred to county jails,
reducing the current state prison
population by almost 13 percent.
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COUNTY
Sheriff
Miller: Sheriff Scott Miller
is the incumbent candidate
for Monterey County Sheriff.
During his last term, Sheriff
Miller acquired $80 Million to
improve conditions in the county
jails, as well as hiring 40 new
deputies. If re-elected, Sheriff
Miller plans to increase programs
for jail inmates in an effort to
reduce repeat offenders, as well
as hiring new deputies with
specialized skills to investigate
online crimes, domestic and
elder abuse, and financial crimes.

MUNICIPAL ISSUES AND CANDIDATES
Measures
Marina
Measure
E:
Transient
Occupancy Tax: Raise the tax
on hotels and inns from 10 to 12
percent in order to raise money for
police and fire departments, street
repairs, and park maintenance.

Measure F: Transactions
and Use Tax: Increase sales tax
by one cent until March 2016
to raise money for police and
fire departments, maintaining
streets and parks, and funding
after-school activities for youth.

Salinas
Bernal:
Steve Bernal is
currently in his 14th year as a
Deputy Sheriff, and hopes to
win the position of Monterey
County Sheriff from incumbent
Sheriff Scott Miller. If elected,
Deputy Bernal plans to expand
Monterey County’s Gang Task
Force, as well as create new units
for violent crimes and online
sex crimes, particularly those
involving child pornography.

Measure G: Transactions
and
Use
Tax:
Increase
sales tax by one cent to
increase funding for police and
fire departments, maintain public
facilities, and provide recreation
programs for youth and seniors.

Monterey
Measure
P:
Special
Transactions and use Tax:
Increase sales tax by one cent
per dollar for the next four
years to repair streets and
sidewalks, provide services for
seniors, and repair the 100year old storm drain system.

Mayoral

Salinas

Marina
Bruce
Delgado:
The
incumbent candidate for mayor
of Marina, having served since
2008, Mayor Delgado plans to
continue
integrating
Marina
with California State University
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) and
to improve the economies of
both Marina and the university,
including making it possible for
the city of Marina to annex the
CSUMB East Campus community.
Mayor Delgado also plans to
expand and improve public transit
and support local businesses.
Kenneth P. Turgen: Kenneth
Turgen is the challenging mayoral
candidate, and has been a member
of Marina’s Design Review Board
for the past eight years, serving
as both Chair and Vice-Chair
of the Planning Commission.
If elected as mayor, Turgen
promises to keep Marina’s parks
and recreations centers open,
prevent future budget cuts to local
police and fire departments, and
repair the roads and sidewalks.

Seaside
Ralph Rubio: Ralph Rubio has
eight years of previous experience
as mayor of Seaside. Mayor Rubio
is responsible for the new car
dealerships in Seaside, as well as
approving the plans for a resort
hotel and the upcoming opening
of an In-N-Out Burger restaurant.
Mayor Rubio is a vocal supporter
of local programs that keep
youth away from gang violence.
Felix
Bachofher:
Felix
Bachofner is challenging Mayor
Rubio for the position of Mayor
of Seaside. If elected, Bachofher
promises to make the office of
the mayor more accessible to the
general public so that they can
give their input for improving
their community. Bachofner also
plans to find a dependable source
of water for Seaside, and to work
toward a balanced city budget.

Bill Freeman: Bill Freeman
is running against Mayor Joe
Gunter for the position of Mayor of
Salinas. Freeman plans to improve
social programs for Salinas’ youth,
such as the Boys and Girls Club,
music programs, and after-school
academic programs. Freeman
also wants to provide safe venues
for senior citizens in the city to
have their own events, institute
a Fourth of July parade, and
maintain city-wide preparedness
for
natural
disasters.

Joe
Gunter:
The
only
information
available
about
Mayor Joe Gunter’s Candidacy is
a Facebook page announcing his
intention to run for re-election,
with no specific information or
links to other websites to be found.

Pacific Grove
John M. Moore: Attorney
John M. Moore promises to
eliminate the over $3 million
dollar debt if he is elected mayor
of Pacific Grove that he claims was
created by incumbent Bill Kampe.

Bill Kampe: Bill Kampe is the
incumbent mayoral candidate for
Pacific Grove. Kampe’s platform
focuses on maintaining a healthy
environment for local business,
attracting customers to Pacific
Grove and making it easier for
business to start up in Pacific
Grove. Kampe also promises to find
a solution to the impending cuts
to the city’s water supply in 2016,
and manage city pension costs.

Monterey
Clyde Roberson: The only
current candidate for Mayor of
Monterey, former Mayor Clyde
Roberson seeks to replace the
current mayor, Chuck Della Sala.
If elected, Roberson plans to repair
streets, sewer lines and parks as
well as protect the waterfront
from development and preserving
the library and sports center.
Roberson also wants to eliminate
expensive consultant fees and
expensive
scientific
studies.
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OTTER SPOTLIGHT: STEPHEN SCOTT,
LEAD SUPERVISOR OF MAINTENANCE
"THE REAL PEOPLE PERSON"

Photo by: Miranda Squires

Stephen Scott smiles for the camera

Miranda Squires, Staff Reporter

MSQUIRES@CSUMB.EDU
Do you ever wonder about the
man or woman who comes to fix
your refrigerator in North Quad
or who vacuums and empties

all of the trash cans in your
classroom or office; who keeps
our campus clean night and day?
On a day like any other, simply
driving through campus, you can
observe a tall man with a bright
smile and a ponytail getting

out of his maintenance truck.
If you enjoy people watching
as much as I do, questions may
flood your mind as to who he
is, where he is off to, what he
is doing, and why he seems to
be beaming with happiness.
For this edition of “Otter
Spotlight” I caught up with
31-year-old Stephen Scott, lead
supervisor of Maintenance at
the California State University
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) campus.
He supervises nine employees who
maintain the entire campus daily.
He originally grew up in
Oakland, CA, “my father is
Jamaican and my mother is Irish
American.” He had an interesting
childhood living with his parents,
who grew up in the ‘60s and
‘70s which makes them willing
participants of the hippie era. This
meant he was oftentimes free to

do what he wanted. “A lot of things
I was able to learn [through] trial
and error; doing it myself, either
failing or succeeding at it, and
learning from that experience.”
Which seems like an intimidating
feat for a child, but as it turns
out, it is likely to give one a
more positive, focused outlook.
After making a trip out to
Monterey Bay, he “just fell in
love with the area. The trees,
the environment, less traffic,
and a little less people.” He
has been working at CSUMB
for five years now, and one
year ago was promoted to lead
supervisor
of
maintenance.
His Project Manager, Johnny
Elizalde, says “He likes the
work, he is friendly, [and] he
knows everything about the job.”
His daily routine consists
of supervising a nine person

staff, performing inspections,
organizing work orders and
tasking them to his workers
efficiently.
Basically,
he
is
watching over the
campus
maintenance, doing whatever
jobs need coverage and successful
completion. With only a ten
person staff to maintain the whole
campus, this takes a patient,
organized, and relaxed supervisor
like Scott to get the job done.
He enjoys being able to go
around campus and interact with
people on a daily basis. “The
advantage of this job is I get to see
people all day.” He has made many
friends here and met a lot of goodhearted people on campus, both
students and faculty. “Everybody
here makes it easier to do my job,
when I see good people, when I
meet good people, it makes me
want to do more for people.”

A “COMMON CORE” FOR CSUMB
FACULTY TO CREATE FIRST INSTITUTIONAL LEARNING OUTCOMES

Di Andra Espinoza, Staff Reporter

DiEspinoza@csumb.edu

Because
California
State
University
Monterey
Bay
(CSUMB) is built on a foundation
comprised of “a model pluralistic
academic community where all
learn and teach one another in an
atmosphere of mutual respect and
pursuit of excellence,” it may be a
little out of the ordinary that our
university does not currently have
a set standard of Institutional
Learning Outcomes or ILOs.
Just like Major Learning
Outcomes (MLOs), ILOs are
designed by a committee of
institutional
professionals to
commit to the vision statement
of a university for the students
and faculty during their time
in higher education. CSUMB,

being a young school, has not
traditionally had a set of ILOs.
That is until it was brought to the
attention of the university in 2012.
On October 20, 2014 a meeting
was held to review the most
recent draft of the CSUMB ILOs
by the Faculty of Associates
for Assessment. This meeting
included a wide variety of
Professors and professional staff
to go over what would be the best
way to assess these outcomes.
When asked why the ILOs were
up for review now Pat Tinsley
McGill, a College of Business
Professor and a member of
the Faculty of Associates for
Assessment said “Review of our
ILOs has been a two year process
now. This meeting is hopefully
one of our last and it essentially
helps us in polishing our ILOs
for a more clear and broad
representation of the CSUMB
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campus.” The committee has the
goal of finalizing the ILOs by the
end of the Fall 2014 semester
and to have a completed set for
the incoming 2015 students.
A few outcomes that the
campus can look forward to in
the future include: Intellectual
and Integrative Skills; Personal,
Professional
and
Social
Responsibility; and Specialized
Knowledge. All are designed
to assist students in become
productive members of society, the
ILOs of CSUMB will be “concise
and
achievable
outcomes”
that all students can reach
regardless of individual majors.
So what could the inclusion for
ILOs at our University mean for
all students alike? While it may
cause worry to some in regard to
the common goal of graduation
the ILOs have no negative effects
on students’ classes or academics.

Michael Scott delivers presentation on current
draft of ILOs

In essence it is simply a way to
unite all CSUMB majors, minors,
students and faculty to continually
work towards the goals set in the
universities vision statement.
When
asked
what
the
Institutional Learning Outcomes

Photo By: Di Andra Espinoza

could mean for the future
of CSUMB, McGill says, “ It
will provide a more concrete
framework of what we tell
students and parents that they
will be able to take from the
university upon graduation.”
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MEDICAL MARIJUANA
COMING TO MONTEREY
COUNTY?

California State University

MONTEREY BAY
International Programs

MEDICAL MARIJUANA DISPENSARY IN

DEL REY OAKS IS IN THE BRIGHT FUTURE

Summer Study Abroad
JUST ANNOUNCED:

Scholarships Available!
Jacob Guzman.Staff Reporter

JAGUZMAN@CSUMB.EDU

The city of Del Rey Oaks got
the approval for a permit to
have a medical marijuana
dispensary at 800 Portola
Drive. The City’s Planning
Committee approved the
conditional permit for the
medicine. The building
of the dispensary has the
chance of happening by
the end of the year, if the
permit is fully approved.
The proposed marijuana
permit was approved 6-0
by the Planning Committee
for the city of Del Rey Oaks
on Oct. 8. This is just the
beginning of the journey
to get this dispensary
approved, as there are to
be two more meetings on
Oct. 28 and Nov. 18 with
the City Council. There
are some proposed ideas
about how it will work
safely to avoid loitering
around the dispensary.
One idea that came across
from the owner, Robert
Blodgett, is putting a police
substation on the second
floor of the dispensary
rent-free, which will deal
with any issues of trouble
coming to the dispensary.
The projected location of
the dispensary is across the
street from a Safeway. This
idea went over well with
Police Chief Ron Langford,
which is crucial for the
approval of the dispensary.
Ron Langford said to the

www.otterrealm.com

Monterey County Weekly
that “it (the dispensary)
will have no effect on the
city... and the applicants
have
embraced
every
suggestion that I’ve made.”
This news is vital for
medical marijuana patients
in
Monterey
County
because those who are
local have to drive to Santa
Cruz for their medicine.
This will save time for
these patients as well as

"It will have
no effect on
the city..."
stimulate some tax revenue
for the city of Del Rey Oaks.
According
to
420
magazine.com, California
law requires marijuana
dispensaries to claim non
profit status, “...but Del
Rey Oaks could impose
its own tax on their sales.”
This is a great opportunity
for the city to make some
cash to put towards the
neighborhoods that are
not doing so well. In
addition to tax money,
these dispensaries would
have
the
opportunity
to donate the money to
local charities which can
benefit the community.
There
are
a
couple concerns that the

city has about opening a
dispensary locally.
For
one, they are worried about
young teenagers hanging
out around the dispensary
and using marijuana on the
streets. The police are going
to treat marijuana like
alcohol in the sense that one
cannot consume marijuana
in public just like with
alcohol. This dispensary will
be monitored closely by the
local police along with city
officials, which will prevent
any trouble that comes with
a marijuana dispensary.
The second concern that
the city has is whether or
not the city will actually
benefit from the building of
the dispensary. According
to an article in Marijuana
Business Daily written by
John Schroyer, "... a study
conducted by University
of
Denver
economics
professor Jack Strauss,
estimated that a pair of
retail marijuana stores in
Denver under the same
ownership will generate
$30 million in economic
output, pay $390,000 in
city taxes and help create
280 jobs this year.” A
similar situation in our
own community would be
exceptional in that it would
stimulate more economy
for the County of Monterey.

Study abroad this summer and earn
credit to graduate sooner! Programs are
available for 2, 4, 8, or 14 weeks. Students
of all majors and class levels are eligible.

Come to the Summer Study Abroad
Information Session on Monday,
November 3,12-1:30 in the Library (room
1128) to learn more. Plus, hear from our
guest speaker about studying in Ireland!

Information Session
November 3
12-1:30pm
Library 1128
Presented by Maynooth University

international.csumb.edu
Walk-in Office Hours 9 -12 Mon, Fri & 9 - 5 Wed • Bldg 201, Ste 207
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BEYOND THE MADNESS
QUINTON MCKEE TALKS ABOUT HIS /'MADNES/ MAGAZINE PROJECT
Gabriela Joseph. Staff Reporter
GJOSEPH@CSUMB. EDU

What is/’madnas/ Magazine? (And what’s with the
name?)
The title was originally going to be “Madness Magazine,” but then
I discovered an online Japanese magazine with the same title.
So I tried for looking for other variations and decided to use the
phonetic spelling: /'madnas/. In the end, I like it better than just
“Madness.” It’s definitely eye-catching.

/'madnas/ Magazine itself will mimic other typical art and
culture magazines—nothing too avant garde—with the main
difference being that all the writing and submissions will come
from students. In a way, /'madnas/ Magazine is a lot like the
Otter Realm but much more personal. I want to have all of
California State University Monterey Bay’s (CSUMB) departments
represented. In a sense, the magazine is a platform for students to
showcase their talents and, basically, have the campus know they
exist.

What inspired you to create /madnas/ magazine?
The whole reason behind this project stems from me regretting
not becoming involved with the campus earlier in my college life.
My first two years here I mostly kept to myself, stayed with the
same group, and generally didn’t get involved with anything.
After being hired as the Otter Student Union (OSU)’s graphic
designer/coordinator, however, I was amazed at how easy it
was for me to leave my shell. Why didn’t I get involved before? I
regretted not showing off my design skills and talents. That’s why
I decided to create /'madnas/ Magazine as my capstone project:
I don’t want students to distance themselves from the rest of the
school like I did.

Is this a solo venture or are you working with other
people as well?

What kinds ofsubmissions are you looking for?

SENIOR
COMMUNICATION

DESIGN MAJOR,
OUINTON MCKEE,
EXPLAINSHOW

HIS COLLEGE

EXPERIENCES

I’m open to just about anything; from haikus to colleges to emotional
narratives. Essentially—and I can’t stress this enough—the students
are the content. I want people to instill all their personality and
capability and even their quirkiness and silliness into the magazine.
So far I’ve been using friends and acquaintances as resources,
/'madnas/ Magazine truly wouldn’t have been possible without them
but I also want other people to become involved. This magazine isn’t
meant to be just for my group of friends or just HCOM and art majors.
Obviously, the challenge is creating a consistent design so it’s not total
madness.

How many issues of/madnas/ do you plan on having?
For now, I’m only planning on publishing one issue as my capstone
project.
Normally magazines have about thirty people on their production
staff. With just me it’s a lot harder to have multiple issues of great
quality.

INSPIRED THE
Any plans after graduating?

CREATION OF HIS

CAPSTONE
PROJECT,

/'MADNES/

Being a graphic designer, you have much more liberty and freedom
in terms of choosing a career. I don’t have any specific plan for
/'madnas/’s future, either. I would love it if students continued
making the magazine, though. I guess for now I simply plan on doing
what I love and loving what I do.

/'madnes/
Magazine will be

MAGAZINE

distributed in May

Aside from myself, other Communication Design majors in
my class have been helping with constructing the magazine’s
layout. And of course a few of my friends, who are also Human
Communication (HCOM) majors, are helping me with editing.
And Estella Porras (Otter Realm Advisor) has also been giving me
some good suggestions and ideas for the magazine. But for the
most part, because it is my capstone, I do the actual “making.”

2015.

If anyone is interested in interviewing, spreading the word,
getting involved, showing your work and having your name in a
publication please email madnesmag@gmail.com.

madnesmag@gmail.com
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Submissions or
questions of any
kind please email

www.otterrealm.com

CELEBRATE.
HONOR.
REMEMBER.

CSUMB CONTINUES 17
YEAR TRADITION OF DIA DE
LOS MUERTOS FESTIVITIES
Elyse Colbert, Staff Reporter

ECOLBERT@CSUMB.EDU

At first glance, the Mexican
celebration of the Dia de los
Muertos, or Day of the Dead,
may seem to blend in with
the United States custom
of Halloween. After all, the
celebration
traditionally
starts at midnight on the
night of Oct. 31, and the
festivities are abundant in
images related to death.
But the customs have
different
origins,
and
their
attitudes
toward
death are very different.
In the typical Halloween
festivities,
death
is
something to be feared.
In the Dia de los Muertos
celebration,
however,
death and the memories
of those who have died, is
something to be celebrated.

When Dia de los Muertos
arrives, family members
of departed souls set out
water, candles, food and
decorated sugar skulls to
honor their lost loved ones.
It celebrates the departed,
and helps keep their
memory present in life.
Dia de los Muertos
has a long tradition at
California State University
Monterey Bay (CSUMB),
where now retired Professor
Amalia Mesa-Bains started
it 17 years ago. Today,
Visual and Public Art (VPA)
professor Dionicio Mendoza
continues
honoring
Dia
de
los
Muertos.
This year’s celebration
will be held on Nov. 1 at
the VPA , building 71. The
public is invited to attend
this free event and the
festivities that are included.
The celebration will start in
the Student Center at 4 p.m.
for face painting. At 5 p.m.

there will be a procession
from the Student Center
to the VPA buildings with
marigold petals leading the
way for the souls of students’
lost relatives to find them.
Inside the VPA buildings
there will be an elaborate
alter with painted sugar
skulls (which are a play
on the holiday’s vision
of death being sweet),
candles, pictures of loved
ones and food or drinks to
offer to the souls in order to
honor them in the afterlife.
After
the
procession, there will be
food and entertainment for
participants. Aztec dancers
will grace the stage as they
dance to drums that stir up
the loved ones’ souls and
bring them to their family
members here on earth.
Come out to celebrate
this
traditional
and
enriching celebration of
afterlife and the unknown.

Mythic Games
561 Tyler St Monterey, CA 93940
831-747-1472
mythic_monterey@gomythic.com

monterey.gomythic.com
Facebook: Mythic Monterey
Mon: 1pm-10pm Tues-Thur: 12-10 pm Fri: 12-11 pm
Sat: 11 am-11 pm Sun: 12-10pm

Magic
The Gathering
Monday: Standard 6pm
Tuesday:
Draft 6pm
Wednesday: Modem 6pm
Thursday: Draft 6pm
Friday:
Draft 6pm
Standard 7pm
Saturday: Draft 6pm
Sunday: Legacy 1pm
Cube 6pm

Warhammer
WARHAMMER
40,000

40k Wednesdays & Saturdays

Fantasy: Thursdays & Sundays
We also have a full stock of
Boardgames, Minitures, LCGs,
MTG Singles & Role Playlng Games

Photos by: Elyse Colbert

www.otterrealm.com
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Pizza •••• the way it oughta be!

www.mountainmikes.com
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Phone: 831-883-2242
266 Reservation Road, Marina, CA 93939
www.otterrealm.com

INSIDE THE CARMEL INTERNATIONAL
FILM FESTIVAL
A Look Back at a Weekend
of Movies and Art

Photo by: Danny Simon

Sean Hutchinson, Staff Reporter

SHUTCHISON@CSUMB.EDU
With more than 50 movies,
filmmaker panels, and various
art galleries, it was is easy to have
missed many, if not the majority,
of sights and sounds available
at the sixth annual Carmel
International
Film
Festival,
which took place Oct. 15-19.
There simply was is not enough
time in the day to intake all of
what the festival had to offer. In
fact, it became quite common
to see people leave movies 30
minutes to an hour early all so
they could catch the next movie
starting or make it to an exciting
soiree. Six separate venues for
all of the events, from Carmel to
Pacific Grove, made good time
management a must for attendees.
The
2014
Carmel

www.otterrealm.com

International
Film
Festival
has now come and gone, here
were some of the highlights:
Actress and filmmaker Amy
Jo Johnson, former pink Power
Ranger Kimberly in the original
American series, was in town
promoting her short film Lines.
From
NBC’s
Parks
and
Recreation, actress Rhetta spoke
and answered questions regarding
her new film Muffin Top.
A Merry Frig gin’ Christmas:
In one of the four completed
films Robin Williams left behind,
the late comic plays an old man,
(Mitch Mitchler) stuck in his
ways and very vocal about his
dislike for Christmas. This in
turn makes his son, Boyd (Joel
McHale, Community) become an
overcompensating father when it
comes to his own children and the
holiday. In hopes of keeping his
seven year old son’s belief in Santa
Claus alive for one more year, he
plans the perfect Christmas. His

Photo by: Danny Simon

plans soon become unravelled
when a turn of events forces
the whole family back to his
estranged father’s homestead,
where he realizes that he left
all of his son’s gifts back home.
Release Date: November 2014
Nightcrawler: In this movie
starring Jake Gyllenhaal (Donnie
Darko, Zodiac) and Renee Russo
(Tincup), Gyllenhaal plays creepy
loner/wanderer Lou Bloom. Lou
is struggling to find a job in Los
Angeles until he stumbles onto
the career of freelance crime
journalism. It is in this career
he finds his passion, as well as
a genuine knack for the trade.
As his career progresses and
grows larger, so does his desire
and willingness to do whatever
it takes for a news great story.
Release Date: Oct 31st 2014
Whiplash: In Whiplash, Miles
Teller (Divergent, Project X) plays
Andrew Neyman, a freshman jazz
drummer at the most prestigious

music school in the country. His
talent and aspiration to be one
of the greats puts him under the
tutelage of fierce and often abusive
Terence Fletcher, played by J.K.
Simmons (Juno, Spider-Man),
who is receiving Oscar buzz for
his role. Neyman works his way
up the ladder to become the lead
drummer in Fletcher’s band, with
tensions between them mounting
with
each
passing
second.
The final scene in Whiplash is
an intense blowout that is as
passionate as it is memorable.
Released:
Oct
15th
2014
Trouble Dolls: Jess Weixler
(The Good Wife) and Jennifer
Prediger (A Teacher) star in
this comedy/drama that they
also wrote and directed. Weixler
plays Nicole, a free-spirit who
often does not think before
she acts. Prediger plays Olivia,
Nicole’s friend and roommate,
who is the much shyer, more
apprehensive of the duo. When

the two of them get evicted from
their apartment in New York,
they decide to take a trip to Los
Angeles to visit Nicole’s rich aunt
played by Megan Mullally (Will &
Grace). Once in L.A. they are side
tracked in various ways from their
goal of finding a job and place to
live. Released: June 14th 2014
The festival was a showcase
for movies of all lengths and
genres, ranging from short films
and documentaries such as The
Salinas Project and Someone
You Love: The HPV Epidemic
to short and feature-length
animated films such as How to
Train Your Dragon 2. Carmel
looks forward to 2015 and hopes
for even more great films, and
ideally more time in the day.
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OTTERS LOOK FOR BOUNCE WITH START OF
NEW SEASON

Dalion Strobel, Staff Reporter

DSTROBEL@CSUMB.EDU

Only days ago, California
State University Monterey Bay
(CSUMB)’s
basketball
court
also known as the the Kelp
Bed was packed as the Men’s
and Women’s basketball teams
opened their season with their
first game, Midnight Madness.
The arena was full of screaming
fans, giveaways, scrimmages,
and even a dunk contest, which
gave many reasons why students
should get out and support our
men’s and women’s squads.
Both teams open the season
on Nov. 14 on the road. The Lady
Otters will hit the road for the
Lady Argo Classic which is a two
day tournament at Notre Dame de
Namur University in Belmont. The
men’s team will also open on the
road in Riverside, at the California
Baptist
University
Classic.
On Nov. 19 the men’s team
returns to the Kelp Bed for its
home opener against Dominican
University Penguins. It is our
job as students and fans to get
out there get loud and support
our team.
During Midnight
Madness the Kelp Bed was
filled with people and booming
with noise. That energy and
support can be used to propel

our Otters to have a great season.
The
same
intensity
should be brought to the Lady
Otter games as well. They open up
home play on Nov. 23 taking on
Holy Names University Hawks.
With both teams coming up
short last season, they look to
bouncebackandhopeforawinning
season. Expectations are set high
as both teams have returning
talent and do not expect anything
short of a playoff appearance.
Men’s
head
Coach
Rob
Bishop had this to say about the
upcoming season and big games
on the schedule “I think it will
be pretty exciting to watch as we
have a lot of returning players. I
also expect to make the playoffs
and contend in the conference this
season.” Asked about big games
on the schedule and Coach Bishop
also said “every conference game
is a big game for us, but we are
looking forward to playing Cal
Poly Pomona on Saturday Dec.
6 at home as they are ranked
number three in the country.”
With expectations set
high and a successful season
expected, this should just be
another reason why we as
students need to get out there
and support both our men’s
and women’s basketball teams.

BASKETBALL
SEASON KICKS
OFF ON NOV. 14

Ryan Nitz showing off his dunking skills.

Photo provided by: CSUMB Athletics

OTTER EBERT’S NETFLIX PICKS
Stefanie Berman, Staff Reporter

SBERMAN@CSUMB.EDU
In honor of Election Day, I have
chosen Good Morning Vietnam
(1987). It is not easy to find a
decent political film available
instantly on Netflix, and this was
a good chance to not only watch a
classic, but also to honor the late
Robin Williams. If you are like
me and enjoy comedy, history
and possibly over-analyzing films
from a sociological perspective,
then this is the film for you.
The film is set in 1965 when
U.S. troops were occupying
south Vietnam, right before the
Vietnam War started. While
Good Morning Vietnam is
mostly a comedy, it is still able to
touch on how U.S. troops policed
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the city of Saigon and censored
news stories to give the soldiers
a sugar-coated story. While the
film was made in 1987, it gives
current viewers the chance to
compare Vietnam to our current
situation in the Middle East.
Robin Williams stars as
Adrian Cronauer, a radio DJ and
former air force soldier who is
sent to Saigon to make troops
laugh on the radio. He meets
Ed Garlick, played by a young
Forest Whitaker, who shows him
around. Throughout the film,
Cronauer is extremely popular
with the troops, but continuously
has Lt. Hauk (Bruno Kirby)
complaining about his sense of
humor. The film feels like it was
made with Robin Williams in

mind. Whenever there is a scene
at the radio station, Williams does
what he did best: improvisation,
impressions, and acting like the
crazy man we’ve always loved.
You can feel him in his element
in other scenes outside the station
as well, but nothing compared to
the scenes at the radio station.
Outside
the
station,
he
befriends a young Vietnamese
man, Tuan (Tung Thanh Tran)
and fails to pursue Trinh
(Chintara Sukapatana), Tuan’s
sister. Cronauer’s attempts to
pursue Trinh showcases how
troops acted around women,
except for the fact that Cronauer
eventually stops hitting on her
after she tells him that they cannot
even be friends with each other

because they are too different.
One of my favorite aspects
of the film is its use of music.
Whenever Cronauer or any other
DJ plays a song, that song is
used as the music for a montage
showcasing Saigon and life for
the troops. From The Beach Boys
and James Brown to a particular
scene using “What a Wonderful
World” by Louis Armstrong. It
creates
montages beautifully
juxtaposed by the
music.
Good Morning Vietnam might
have some old-school humor, but
it is still relevant to our current
events. Please remember to submit
suggestions at sberman@csumb.
edu, otterrealm@csumb.edu, or
hit us up on facebook and twitter.

www.otterrealm.com

FREAKY FESTIVITIES,
FRIENDS AND FUNDRAISING
FREAKY KNIGHT SELLS OUT FOR ITS THIRD CONSECUTIVE YEAR

Breanna Brown, Staff Reporter

CSUMB students on Instagram who hashtagged #FreakyKnight!

BBROW@CSUMB.EDU

At a quarter to nine, the streets
surrounding the historic Fox
Theater in Salinas filled as
California
State
University
Monterey
Bay
(CSUMB)
students
and
community
members dressed in an array of
costumes to join in the area’s
largest Halloween event to date.
Freaky Knight, now in its
fifth year, has sparked interest
since its debut in 2009. The
event has created a safe and fun
environment for students and
community members alike to join

www.otterrealm.com

in the Halloween spirit and let
loose before the stressors of finals
and the holiday season commence.
This
annual
Halloween
dance party, organized by the
ladies of Sigma Theta Psi and
gentlemen of Omega Delta Phi,
is an open invitation not just for
CSUMB students, but also the
tri county area. In an interview
with the Otter Realm Tonya
Phan, Kinesiology major, senior
and Chapter President of Sigma
Theta Psi stated that Freaky
Knight is “One of the biggest
events of the fall semester. It is

something that many students,
like sophomores or juniors,
come back and look forward to.”
Within
the
Fox Theater
attendees could enter two different
rooms. For those twenty-one and
over, a velvet rope sectioned off
the upstairs VIP lounge where
guests were spellbound by the
sounds of DJ Vyruz and mingled
around the bar. Those eighteen
and over stayed below where
masses joined under flashing
lights and neon lasers. On this
three tiered dance floor, DJ Omar
packed the venue with popular

tracks from today’s charts and
throwbacks from years past.
Receiving its name from both
Halloween antics and the O-D-Phi
Mascot (a knight) Freaky Knight
is the most successful fundraiser
for these Greek organizations and
a fun way to combine the Greek
communities. This year alone a
total of $11,000 was raised, which
was split down the middle, thus
allowing each organization to walk
away with $5,500 dollars to help
with later events and other fees.
Though controversy regarding
increased ticket prices did arise, it

didn’t stop the event from selling
out once again. Due to a surge in
ticket demand the adjustment
from $ 10 to $ 15 dollars was added
in order to increase venue max
capacity to 1,000 people. After
selling out consecutively over
the past three years, efforts were
made to find a different venue.
However, time constraints made
it difficult, thus postponing the
possible relocation until next
year. Altogether the “Knight” was
a sure success and is planned to
continue for many years to come.
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MEMOIRS OF A MALE FEMINIST
PERSONAL STRUGGLESAND LESSONS
LEARNED

Christopher James-Justice-Siders
Staff Reporter

CSIDERS@CSUMB.EDU
Remember when someone
approached
you
to
challenge you about ‘being
a man’? Pushing you to talk
to that girl in your class you

always had a crush on or
found attractive. When your
friends dared you to play
‘jokes’ on women, like to go
slap her on the butt and run.
What we as humans did not
understand was the impact
we had on others through
various interactions. Small
things can greatly affect
one’s perception of life
positively or negatively.
I never would have
thought that a small
interaction in high school
would change how I would
act around women in
the realms of becoming
emotionally and physically
intimate. In the ninth
grade, a girl I did not
know of the same grade
level, approached me and
asked me if I had named
my penis and also how
big it was. This was sexual

DEMOCRACY HOW?
WHY VOTING IS
CRITICAL TO OUR
WAY OF LIFE
Tyler Costa, Staff Reporter

TCOSTA@CSUMB.EDU
With the passing of the
voter registration deadline
and the upcoming elections
fast approaching, there’s
a plethora of reasons that
citizens should be voting
this
November.
Voter
participation is essential to
the flow of our society, and
the millennial generation
plays an even more critical
role in the voting process
today for multiple reasons.
In the country’s earliest
days, voting was designed
exclusively for white, male
landowners. In the centuries
since, voting has expanded
to all citizens through
amendments and displays
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harassment, but as men,
our society has taught
us that this was a good
thing, when in fact having
sexual interactions at a
young age can potentially
hinder the growth and
development of teenagers
emotionally and mentally.
Being
part
of the
MENding
Monologues
for the past three years
at CSUMB has taught
me a lot of things about
feminism and what it
stands for. I can definitely
tell you it is not ‘Anti-Men.’
According
to
the
Merriam-Webster
dictionary, feminism is
the belief men and women
should have equal rights and
opportunities. I identify as
a feminist because I believe
in economic, social, and
political opportunity for all
genders. In other words, I
believe that everyone, no
matter what gender one
identifies as, should have
equal rights to employment,

political office etc. Also,
I am doing everything
within my power as a male
to help build and stand
in solidarity with women.
It never really hit me
what it means to be a male
feminist of color. I always
wondered how my friends at
home would respond to my
being a feminist, because it
was a topic that was never
discussed in the African
American
community
where I am from. Out of fear
of the patriarchal system
that
is
subconsciously
in place amongst men
where being sensitive is
considered ‘weak,’ and
where there is no such thing
as ‘inclusive language,’ I
never brought up the topic.
Going to school in South
Central Los Angeles, there
was a huge display of
hypermasculinity. Showing
signs of weakness in rough
neighborhoods was just like
bleeding in an ocean around
sharks; our society was not

giving our youth the chance
to flourish. Students were
leaving high school without
knowledge of self, culture,
and role models to help
offer guidance. Without
these essential tools in
the equation, it creates a
formula for destruction.
Funding for the arts
was very low at my high
school so we adapted a
culture of hip-hop. Every
day before, during, or even
after school we had ‘rap
cyphers,’ where everyone
could jump in and rap, sing,
do poetry or simply express
themselves. This artform
helped me stay away from
a path of destruction:
physically
fighting
to
show my worth to peers.
This intense connection
with culture made me feel
like I was somebody with a
voice. It is very empowering,
however identifying as a
feminist, I cringe a little
hearing certain songs that
are clearly misogynist and

that are not helping push
feminist culture through
their lyricism. Recognizing
this, I do not make that type
of music. When attending
dances or parties however,
folks
including
myself
find ourselves dancing to
music that can be deemed
offensive. This is where
sometimes I question my
loyalty to the culture of
feminism, by being part
of a culture that displays
those misogynistic images.
Though that’s a very small
percentage of artists that
do, many of those artists
are the same ones that
get blown up all over the
media, so I urge everyone
to dig deeper in hip-hop for
good music instead of what
is being force-fed to us.
If you would like to be
part of “Memoirs Of A
Male Feminist” project
please
email
csiders@
csumb.edu for more details.

of protest. Going back to
1865, we see the passage
of the Voting Rights Act
and the 15th Amendment
to the constitution in 1870
which allowed citizens of all
races to vote. Then, after
pressure from the woman’s
suffrage movement, the
19th
Amendment
was
introduced
in
1920.
This secured the right
to vote for all women.
Many
people
have
fought valiantly for equal
voting rights for all, so it
is only appropriate that
we exercise these rights.
Moreover, without actively
participating in politics,
the voice of the citizens
is effectively lost, which
undermines the ideals of
our democratic society.
Robert Creamer, political
activist, organizer, and
author, uses the “550 vote”
example from the 2000
Election. This example
states that if just 550 more
voters had taken part in
the election, it is possible
that Al Gore would have
won the Presidency. If that
was the case, we could
have
possibly
avoided

the Iraq war, economic
recession, and abysmal
economic policies that were
set in place during Bush’s
presidency. This stresses
the importance of individual
voting, since many non
voters believe that their
vote won’t make a major
difference at the ballots.
The new generation of
voters, the millennials, also
play a critical role in the
voting process. Currently,
the majority of active voters
are of the Baby Boomer
generation, born between
the
1940’s
and mid1960’s. Though their vote
is still critical in politics,
the younger generations
have a new outlook and
perspective on the political
environment.
With
an
ever-changing social and
political climate, the United
States needs voters that can
understand and control
what direction our society
is heading. This is what
the millennials represent.
CSUMB
Technical
Communications
Professor Karen Wisdom,
offered insight on why
CSU
Monterey
Bay

(CSUMB) students and
other millennials should
be voting, stating that,
“without those votes, the
needs of younger citizens
will be dismissed as less
important and that older
voters will continue to
stereotype young people
as apathetic, immature,
and
more
interested
in American Idol than
their government.” She
concluded
by
saying
“unless Gen Y wants to
perpetuate
disturbingly
inaccurate
stereotypes
and have their own needs
dismissed as less important,
they need to hit the polls
with everything they have.”
Professor
Ted
Cocheu, who teaches the
Cyberdemocracy
course
in the CST department at
CSUMB, offered similar
insight,
saying
that
becoming informed and
voting now is essential
to elect those who will
represent your beliefs,
and it will be too late to
have a say if you don’t.
In recent years, voting
has become more and more
accessible to all, and there

are many ways to cast a vote
in the upcoming election.
Conventionally, one can
travel to their local polling
location. For CSUMB and
other college students, this
may be inconvenient, since
their polling location may
be far from campus and
closer to their home. The
convenient solution: voting
by mail. When one votes
by mail, they will receive a
ballot to fill out then send to
their local county elections
official.
This
alleviates
the potential hassle of
having to travel to a polling
location,
especially for
busy students. To learn
more about the voting
process in California, visit
www.sos.ca.gov/elections.
This election, don’t linger
on taking political action. By
actively participating in the
polls, you will be exercising
your constitutional rights
and ensuring that the
citizens still have a voice
in the political world.
Vote, and make sure that
your voice is heard; if not
for those you are electing,
then for the rights of all
citizens just like you.
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MONTEREY BAYInternational Programs

HORRORSCOPES
Danny Simon,

Prophet of the stars, foreteller of all the things

Study Abroad
Myths Busted
Myth: Studying Abroad is EXPENSIVE.
Truth: You'll pay CSUMB tuition with most programs and
housing is often cheaper. Plus, all of your financial aid
goes with you on CSUMB's many programs.

Myth: It will delay graduation.
Truth: All of the classes you'll take overseas will transfer
back to CSUMB. All of them. Talk to your academic adviser
after attending the Study Abroad 101 Info Session.

Myth: It's only for students with a
really high GPA.
Truth: Most programs accept students with a 2.75 and
strong faculty recommendations.

Study Abroad 101
Mondays 12-2
Library 1128
international.csumb.edu

Otter Oops...

DISCLAIMER: If you have issues with my translation, take it up with the stars.
It should also be noted that any similarities between your real life and these
horoscopes is merelv an unfortunate and probablv hilarious coincidence.

ARIES
(March 21 -April 19)

LIBRA
(Septermber 23 - October 22)

This month, your tear ducts will
inexplicably begin producing Tapatio.
Furthermore, you may find yourself
strangely attracted to gargoyles from
the medieval period. Change the
spelling of your name to ‘Spiderman,’
but keep the same pronunciation
to confuse Starbucks employees.

The stars have revealed everything
you need to know for your life,
unfortunately it can only be printed
in Wingdings:

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20)
You are going to get Ebola, and it’s all
Obama’s fault (the stars have evidently
been watching a lot of Fox News).

GEMINI
(May 21 - June 20)
During a seemingly routine hiking
trip, you will be attacked by a vicious
human/animal hybrid. After barely
making it out alive, you will begin to
feel strange changes happening inside
you. On the next full moon, you will
transform into a terrifying creature
known as a were-beaver. Don’t be
surprised if you wake up the next
day in a dam made of human bones.

CANCER
(June 21 - July 22)
I hate to be the one to break it to
you but you are way too old to be
trick-or-treating. You’re never too old,
however, to hide in the bushes and
scare the shit out of small children.

LEU
(July 23 - august 22)
- Page 19, headline reads "Netflix"
and should read "Netflix"
- Editor in Chief Elizabeth
Hensley's email is
"EHENSLEY@CSUMB.EDU" not
"ENHENSLEY@CSUMB.EDU"

EDITORIAL POLICY
The Otter Realm is a bi-monthly student publication
produced by the HCOM 389 and HCOM 489 classes.
Opinions expressed herein do not necessarily
reflect the views of the Otter Realm, CSUMB
administration, faculty, or staff of the college policy.
The Otter Realm serves two purposes: It is a training
lab for students who wish to develop journalism
skills, and it is a forum for free expression of campus
issues and news. The Otter Realm Editorial Board will
determine what to print on these pages, The Editorial
Board reserves the right to edit for libel, space or clarity.

The position of Mercury indicates
that now would be a fantastic time
to move to Antarctica to start your
life’s work: teaching penguins to
use Myspace. The potential adrevenue of this untapped market
will lead to abundant wealth. Also,
you will make significant strides
in the
scientific
understanding
of
penguin
social
activity.

VIRGO
(August 23 - September 22)
This week, you can avoid suffering by
simply changing your perspective. For
example, instead of complaining about
getting rabies, make friends with the
pack of wolverines that now reside in
your pantry. When you lose both your
legs from the infection, take solace in
the fact that you no longer have to stand
in line, or feel obligated play soccer.

SCORPIO
(October 23 - November 21)
Due to a clerical error, your legal
name has been changed to Oprah.
Contrary to popular belief, this will
not make you more popular, nor land
you a talk show. This will, however,
get you in some legal trouble when
you discover that Oprah Winfrey
has copyrighted her own name.

SAGITTARIUS
(November 22 - December 21)
Soon you will face your life’s
most challenging decision when
you drop your winning lotto ticket
into hot lava. Also, the position of
Neptune suggests you should start
making hand-crafted v-necks out
of porcupine scrotums, however
this will be impossible with the
severe burns you’ll get if you try
recover your ticket from the lava.

CAPRICORN
(December 22 - January 19)
Carrie Underwood is about to
release a song about how much she
hates you. When the album goes
platinum, you’ll start to notice that
your family and friends are pretty
much on her side. Don’t be surprised
when some of her more die-hard
fans begin to send you death threats.

AQUARIUS
(January 20- February 18)
Saturn told me that Venus
overheard Mars and the Sun talking
about how you were going to get a
disease named after you. Apparently
the condition will cause you to be
severely burned by direct sunlight.

PISCES
(February 19- March 20)
Avoid second hand clothing stores
for a little while. The stars warn that
you will be plagued with a severe
infestation of fleas if you even so
much as brush up against someone
wearing
a
Goodwill
sweater.
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PEOPLE ON CAMPUS
Will you he voting in this upcoming state election and do you think your vote will count?

MEELA SIMMONDS, 1ST YEAR, SBS MAJOR

ALEX HOLLIDAY, 1st year, marine science major

SHANNON CORNICK , 3RD YEAR, MARINE SCIENCE MAJOR

CJ AJAYI, 4TH YEAR, BIOLOGY MAJOR

CHELSEA GULDEMOND , 4TH YEAR, PSYCHOLOGY MAJOR

"Yes, I will be voting because
voting is important. You can't
complain about something if you
don't vote. You can't complain
about not having chocolate
milk if you didn't vote for it."

"Yes I will be voting because
this country was founded off
the right to vote, so yes, your
vote
counts.
#VoteOrDie"

"No, I'm not voting due to
personal reasons, but if I was
to vote, I feel like it would
count because the more people
care about a cause, the more
easily it would be solved."

"Yes, I'm voting and yes, I
think every vote counts."

"I won't be voting because
I didn't get registered in
Monterey County, but I would
vote if I was registered. I moved
up here at 17 years old, so I
didn't register when I moved."
Photos and interviews by: Elyse Colbert

CARTOON
SUBMISSION
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TRICK OR BLOCKS?

Created by Andre Sitolini, 1st Year CART major.
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